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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research were, to study the development of cultivated areas,
production and consumption, size of the food gap, self-sufficiency ratio and potato per
capita share in Libya during the period (1970-2013), as well as forecasting production,
consumption and size of the food gap of the potato crop for the period (2014-2024). The

study adopted the objectives of using descriptive and quantitative economic analysis.

The main findings of the research, the average area of potatoes planted in Libya during
the study period reached 13.95 thousand hectares with a positive annual growth rate 0.7%,
while the average of local production quantities reached 163.05 thousand tons with
positive annual growth rate, the average quantities consumed amounted to 169.43 thousand
tons with a positive annual growth rate 4.7%, while the size of the food gap ranged from
19.8 thousand tons in 2011 at a minimum, And about 50.2 thousand tons in 1990 as a
maximum, with an annual average of about 6.38 thousand tons. Based on the results of the
quantitative analysis and relying on the results of the Holt method with teachers to predict
the production volume of the potato crop in 1000 tons during the period (2014-2024), it is
expected that the local production of potatoes in Libya to about 365.01 thousand tons in
2024, which 23.73% from its counterpart in 2013. The results of the Holt method with
teachers also show that the potato consumption is expected to reach 1000 tons in the period
2014-2024. Consumption of potatoes in Libya is expected to reach 381.2 thousand tons in
2024, 1s estimated to be about 24% higher than in 2013 The size of the food gap is
expected to reach about 15.191 million tons in 2024, an increase of 2.03% compared to
2013.

The research concluded with a number of recommendations, namely: the need to
increase production of potato crop in order to reduce the size of the expected future gap
between production and consumption, the development of appropriate agricultural policies
in this area such as price support policy and policy support for agricultural production

requirements, and development of marketing processes.
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